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Abstract

This qualitative study aims to re-read, evaluate, and propose an updating framework,
using an exploratory-explanatory case study of the Third Macro-Strategy of the Cultural
Engineering Map, to examine the role of the dominant narrative in implementation
barriers. Data were collected from official documents, executive reports, the discourse of
three key actors, and the statistical yearbook, and analyzed using the six-stage policy
cycle and four-level narrative analysis. The findings of narrative analysis indicate that at
the thematic level, the narrative of "Islamic-Iranian family against cultural invasion"
portrays the family as a "sacred essence" and "fortress of civilization" against feminism
and the West; at the structural level, the pattern of "ideal past, current crisis, resistant
future" is reproduced with the turning point of Western cultural influence; at the
discursive level, the coalition of official institutions and the seminary marginalizes rival
narratives of economic empowerment; and at the symbolic level, symbols such as family
unity, media modeling, and resistance technology reinforce legitimation. This narrative,
across the six stages, leads to the dominance of a control-defense approach over
empowering and adaptive-technological solutions; it shifts problem identification from
objective data to cultural invasion, drives formulation toward 53 largely symbolic actions,
leads approval to a centralized structure with 45% budget overlap, keeps implementation
ineffective in qualitative family consolidation indicators, limits evaluation to intention-
based assessment and 60% achievement, and interrupts corrective feedback.
Consequently, updating the strategy requires revising the narrative toward "empowering
defense" and establishing smart monitoring, outcome-based evaluation, and participatory
feedback.
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