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Abstract

When grounded in sound methodological principles, historical within-case analysis
serves as an effective approach for understanding historical processes and explaining
complex issues across various fields. However, an examination of domestic research
reveals obstacles regarding its practical application. This article aims to identify the
challenges associated with implementing this method by purposefully analyzing 57
scholarly articles published in reputable domestic journals between 2015 and 2025. A
thematic analysis of the literature indicates that significant shortcomings stem from an
incomplete understanding of the logic behind within-case analysis, flaws in the research's
analytical architecture, and the reduction of analysis to mere descriptive narrative. An
interpretive re-examination of the relationships between these themes led to the
formulation of an interpretive category termed "explanatory inadequacy." In this context,
within-case analysis—which fundamentally relies on constructing causal mechanisms
within the specific case—is reduced to a purely descriptive and narrative level that bears
little alignment with the method's core principles. The findings of this study can serve as
a basis for evaluating and refining research design, the formulation of causal mechanisms,
and the linkage between historical evidence and causal explanation in historical within-
case studies.
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